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U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar spoke last month at the Old Cedar Avenue Bridge Celebration.
Send photos taken at the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge to be considered for future
publication to hello@mnvalleyrefugefriends.org. Photo / MVRF
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Dear Friends,
Our fiscal year ended in September. Here is a quick look back at how Refuge Friends
continues to support the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
Because of generous support from member like you, as well as funders that include the
Minnesota Valley Trust, Cargill, the city of Bloomington, and the Bosch Community Fund,
Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends has:
Paid for new equipment and training for refuge interns and staff.
Provided countless volunteer hours to assist in environmental education learning and
events at the Refuge, including EcoArts Fest and Pollinator Palooza.
Worked to create a new urban mentoring program for youth to learn about fishing both
on and off the refuge with refuge staff and nonprofit organization Ardent Outdoor
Group.
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Secured a second year of funding for chloride testing in Ike's Creek, a restored brook
trout steps away from the Mall of America.
Hosted 125 fifth and sixth graders from Oak Grove Elementary in Bloomington to learn
about our watershed that included a half-day field trip to the Old Cedar Avenue Bridge.
Worked with Refuge staff and partner nonprofit organization Artistry to host four virtual
artist exhibits at the refuge's Confluence Gallery.
All during a pandemic.
Good friends are hard to come by. Through these and many other activities, YOU are helping
the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge retain its rightful place as one of the premier
urban refuges.
Thank you!
Sara N. Blood
Executive Director
Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends
Correction: Some words were omitted in the land acknowledgement for Old Cedar Avenue
Bridge that was featured in last month's newsletter. Here it is in its entirety: "We're standing
on the homelands of the Dakota peoples, the original stewards of these lands and waters. We
acknowledge their once thriving and vibrant communities on what is now Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge. We honor their history on this land, their sacrifices, and their
continued contributions and connection to our region today." We apologize for the error.

Give to the Max is Thursday, Nov. 18
Help us reach our fundraising goal of $10,000
For the third year in a row, Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends is participating in Give to the
Max. This is a great time for you to make your donation, become a member, or renew your
membership as donations will be matched up to $3,250. Thanks to Endodontic Professionals,
My Credit Union, Hilton Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport and Refuge Friends board members for
their support!
Help us reach our largest goal ever by making your donation on our website or on the Refuge
Friends' Give to the Max page during the month of November. Thank you!

MVRF appoints two new board of directors
Loreen Lee and Jessica Tormoen
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Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends' board of directors voted in two new
directors during the October board meeting.
A California Native, Loreen Lee is an educator and artist based in
Saint Paul. She discovered the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife
Refuge through her passion for the outdoors and birdwatching. With
mentoring partner Urban Bird Collective, she hopes to explore and
document wildlife in all eight units of the Refuge. Lee teaches fifth
grade at St. Paul Academy and Summit School. She earned her B.A.
in liberal studies from Sarah Lawrence College and holds an M.A. in
curriculum and instruction from the University of the Pacific.
Lee

Tormoen

A native of Bloomington, Jessica Tormoen grew up with the
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge in her backyard. An
environmental science, biology, and clean water advocate, Tormoen
most recently served as an assistant to the watershed manager at
Los Angeles Waterkeeper. She was a student researcher for the
Catalina Island Conservancy, and an intern for East Yard for
Environmental Justice. Tormoen received her B.S. in Environmental
Science from California State University at Long Beach. She is glad
to be back in Minnesota, as this is where her love for nature
originated.
Both Lee and Tormoen will add tremendous depth to the MVRF
board with their experience in environmental education, advocacy
and their knowledge and passion for the refuge. Welcome to the
board, Loreen and Jes!

Headwater of Mississippi by Ellen Sandbeck. Sandbeck's series, "As Long as the River Shall
Run" will be featured at the refuge's confluence gallery now until Dec. 31.
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Refuge happenings
Listed events take place at the Bloomington Education and Visitor Center, 3815 American
Blvd. E, Bloomington, MN 55425. Exceptions will include location details.
Visitor centers update
Outdoor information desks will continue to be staffed Fridays-Sundays at the Bloomington
and Rapid Lake visitor centers, from 12 to 4 p.m. except on Federal Holidays. Please
Recreate Responsibly while visiting, and follow current CDC recommendations for mask
wearing. Visit the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife website for the latest updates, including
trail conditions.
Bird Watching Walks
Saturday, Nov. 20, 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 12, 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Old Cedar Avenue Trailhead – 9551 Old Cedar Ave S, Bloomington, MN 55425
Join us on a beginning bird walk at the Old Cedar Avenue bridge. You&#39;ll have an
opportunity to learn about using and choosing optics and field guides for bird watching and
about some of the better locations to search for birds at the refuge and other locations around
the Twin Cities. Afterwards we will take a walk and search for some of the birds that migrate
to the refuge during the Winter season. If you have them, bring along your binoculars and
favorite field guide. The program will be held rain or shine; dress appropriately for the
weather.
Bird Watching Treks
Bass Ponds - 2501 86th St. E., Bloomington, MN 55425
Sunday, Nov. 21, 8 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 11, 8 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Wilkie Unit - 7701 County Road 101 E, Shakopee, MN 55379
Monday, Nov. 29, 8 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 5, 8 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Explore some of the best Refuge units for bird watching in the winter season. We will spend
time on these walks searching for birds that over winter on the refuge or are late migrants.
We will study the different species of birds and learn about some other local locations to
search for birds during the Winter Season. Birders of all skill levels are welcome to attend
these walks. If you have them, bring along your binoculars and favorite field guide. The
program will be held rain or shine; dress appropriately for the weather. An outdoor restroom is
available at the lower trailhead of Bass Ponds. No restrooms are available at the Wilkie
trailhead.
Now showing at the Confluence gallery
Date: Now through Dec. 31
The exhibit will be available for online viewing: https://artistrymn.org/confluence-gallery
Virtual Artist Talk: Wednesday, Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m.: https://us06web.zoom.us/s/89801325390
Artist Ellen Sandbeck's series, "As Long as the Rivers Shall Run," is an exploration of four
major rivers and features some of their endemic species, including those endangered and
recently extinct. The text for this series includes the scientific name, conservation status, and
a snippet of natural history for each of the featured species, as well as brief comments about
the environmental challenges faced by the river depicted.
Sandbeck is an artist, writer, organic landscaper, and vermicomposting specialist.
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3/?ik=aa14d9eb7a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1716154154894701191%7Cmsg-f%3A1716154154894701191&sim… 4/7

11/11/21, 11:48 AM

Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends Mail - November Currents - News from MN Valley National Wildlife Refuge

Please join us for a live online discussion with Sandbeck on Dec. 15 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom.

This summer was one of the busiest fire seasons on record for Minnesota. From left, aerial
photo of a fire in Minnesota. Fire at Glacial Ridge National Wildlife Refuge in Polk County. An
IMT worker mapping a fier. Photos / Minnesota Interagency Command System Type 3
Teams

Wildlife watch: Refuge employees support active fire year in
Minnesota
by Hanna McBrearty
Park Ranger
While Minnesota does not usually see the severity of wildfires we now expect in western
states, 2021 brought a widespread drought coupled with warm and dry weather conditions
creating a fire season unseen in over 30 years. Incident Management Teams (IMTs)
responded to 15 large wildfires from March through October, suppressing fires to reduce
threats to lives, property, and smoke impacts in our communities.
Before the 2021 season, I applied to serve on an IMT as a Public Information Officer (PIO),
blending my visitor services background with my refuge prescribed burn duties. IMTs are a
group of interagency professionals that provide infrastructure for the firefighting response.
The team members manage the operational, planning, fiscal, community, political, and safety
issues associated with wildfires. We come from agencies such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and more.
My role on a fire was to serve as the first point of contact for residents and reporters,
providing timely information to the public to help assuage fears and dispel rumors. As a PIO I
ensured reporters and residents didn’t enter the fire area seeking information or inhibit the
firefighting efforts. After all, firefighters can’t do their job if a camera crew is in their face or if
residents are unaware of evacuation orders.
Given the recent lack of severe and prolonged wildfires in our state, I was not expecting to
gain much, if any local experience this year. That changed when I was called out on my first
shift a day before IMT members traditionally go on-call for the season. We mobilized to a
13,000-acre grass fire on Glacial Ridge National Wildlife Refuge in Northwest Minnesota. The
date was March 29, and a warm day coupled with high winds and a human-caused fire sent
flames running through the tallgrass prairie of the refuge and towards the town of Mentor. The
season continued in a similar fashion, culminating in the 27,000-acre Greenwood Fire, which
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started by lightning near Isabella and resulted in the entire closure of the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness for the first time since the 1970s.
Through my experience on the IMT, I learned people from all lines of work have a skill set to
contribute to wildfire response. Suppressing a fire takes the fiscal knowledge of our
Administrative Officers, the mapping prowess of our GIS specialists, and fire effect insights
from our biologists and ecologists. Our federal wildlife officers often provide security, and
engines or other specialized firefighting equipment are operated by our Heavy Equipment
Operators and Maintenance Mechanics. Fire suppression takes an “all-hands-on-deck"
approach.
This summer, eight staff from Minnesota Valley supported 10 large fires across four states.
Minnesota Valley saw five wildfire starts on the refuge, though all remained small and were
extinguished quickly.
In all, Minnesota Valley staff dedicated 270 work shifts to wildfire response this year. We
worked near and far, often away from home for weeks at a time to reduce threats to people
and communities. Thank you, Minnesota Valley fire staff and collateral duty staff!
Dan Paulson – Fire Management Officer
Ryan Williams – Forestry Technician
JJ Johnson – Forestry Technician
Aaron Eversman – Maintenance Mechanic
Chad Lawson – Facilities Maintenance
Damian Schauer - Maintenance
James Furnas - Heavy Equipment Operator
Scott Pariseau – Federal Wildlife Officer
Jesse Travis - Federal Wildlife Officer

Before we go
Refuge Friends now on Instagram
Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends is now on Instagram. Find us on the popular photo-sharing
app at @mnvalleyrf. Be sure to tag #mnvalleynwr. We may just spot you and feature your
photos here in Currents.
Support MN Valley NWR with AmazonSmile
Plan to do some online holiday shopping this season? AmazonSmile is a simple way for you
to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you.
AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in
the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. To select or your charity to MN Valley
Refuge Friends:
1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone browser.
2. From your desktop, go to Your Account and select the option to Change Your Charity. Or,
from your mobile browser, select Change Your Charity from the options at the bottom of the
page.
3. Pick your own charitable organization by typing Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends.
4. Remember to use smile.amazon.com for future purchases. With eligible purchases,
Amazon will donate .5%.
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Our Contact Information
Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends
3815 American Blvd. E.
Bloomington, MN 55425
952-858-0737
http://www.mnvalleyrefugefriends.org

Engaging People with Nature.
Minnesota Valley Refuge Friends is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization dedicated to the
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
Contributions are tax-deductible.
Thank you for your support!
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